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Methodology

Overview Timeline Audience

Public Opinion 
Strategies conducted 
a statewide mixed-
mode survey in 
Oregon on behalf of 
Save Our Cities.

The survey was 
conducted September 
22-28, 2025.

• The survey was
conducted among
N=800 registered
voters.

• The margin of error for
a survey of N=800 is
+3.46%.

• We included an
oversample of N=224
registered voters in
Southwest Oregon
counties (15%).* The
MOE for a survey of
N=224 is +6.55%.

*Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, and Klamath Counties
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Demographic Overview of Survey Respondents

Ethnicity % of Sample

White Voters 82%

Voters of Color 14%

Self-Reported
Economic Status

% of Sample

Low Income/Working Class 38%

Middle Class 39%

Upper Class/Well-To-Do 23%

Union Household % of Sample
Yes 28%
No 71%

Party % of Sample

Republicans 30%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 30%

Democrats 40%

Gender % of Sample

Men 48%

Women 51%

Education % of Sample

< College 54%

College+ 46%

Age % of Sample

18-34 18%

35-44 24%

45-54 14%

55-64 18%

65+ 25%

Media Market/Regions % of Sample

Portland Metro Region 42%

Balance of Portland 
Media Market

23%

Eugene Media Market 16%

Balance of Media Markets 19%
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Key Findings

Oregon voters express a significant amount of economic pessimism:

➢ 67% say the state’s economy is “pretty seriously off on the wrong track.”

➢ These economy wrong track voters cite the cost of living/inflation, high taxes/fees, business 
regulation/anti-business environment, homelessness, and housing costs.

➢ 70% say it describes what they think well that “young people will have to move out of the state” to 
work because of the state’s cost of living, including housing.

➢ 37% are not confident they could sell their house within 60 days at a price they think is a fair value.

Voters tell us taxes are too high in Oregon:

➢ 64% say taxes are too high, 45% say they are much too high.

➢ 85% say they have seen, read, or heard that gasoline and other taxes continue to rise and are 
straining the budget of working families. This is the item they worry most about among recent 
news stories in Oregon.

1

2
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Key Findings

The state’s business climate gets very weak 
ratings:

➢ When asked to grade the state of Oregon on having “a set of policies in 
place that makes the state an attractive place to operate a business,” 
the overall rating is a D+ (a grade of 1.6). Only 27% of respondents give 
the state a grade of an A or B, while a plurality (43%) rate the state as a 
D or F.

➢ By a very wide 47% to 15% margin, voters say there should be less 
regulation on businesses in the state, not more. A majority of Democrats 
(54%) say the amount of “state regulation of business is about right.”

3
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Key Findings

Working Oregonians have significant concerns about the state’s 
employment market:

➢ 66% say if they left their current job that it would be difficult to find a similar job in Oregon.

➢ A majority (53%) say they would be likely to explore relocating to another state to find a new job.

➢ If they did relocate, they tell us the following is what they would expect to be better in a different 
state.

4

Among Employed 

Voters 

State and local taxes would be lower 42%
There would be less of a focus on progressive and social justice 

issues
36%

Cost of rent or housing would be lower 32%

There would be less homelessness 20%

There would be less crime 15%
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Key Findings

Voters broadly support a business with 500+ employees moving within 
15 to 30 minutes of where they live:

➢ Support starts at 80% with 46% strong support. Support increases at the end of the survey to 
84% support, with 48% strong support.

➢ Support is wide as well as strong. Support is at 80% or higher for a business relocating to 
Oregon at the end of the survey among sub-groups which frequently have sharply divergent 
opinions. This includes 80% support or higher by gender, gender/education, age, political party, 
union status, and whether you have a child at home 18 years old or younger or between 19 to 
29 years old.

Voters in Southwest Oregon are different in important ways

➢ 91% would support a business relocating within 15 to 30 minutes from their home. Their 63% 
strong support is among the highest in the survey.

➢ They are less confident of being able to find a new job and more likely to say they would consider 
relocating to another state to find a job.

➢ 69% say it describes what they think well that the amount of “taxpayer money the state has 
spent trying to fix the problems in Portland “has hurt people who live outside of Portland.

5
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Image Ratings

Next please read the names of some people, organizations and groups active here in Oregon, and for each one, please indicate whether you have a 

favorable or unfavorable opinion of that person, organization, or group, or if you have no opinion of them. If there is one you have never heard of, please 

indicate and we’ll move on to the next one. 

Ranked by Net Difference Favorable Unfavorable Net Difference

Oregon’s private sector and business leaders 24% 22% +2%

Oregon state government agencies^ 35% 43% -8%

Tina Kotek 34% 49% -15%

Oregon State Legislature 29% 46% -17%

Oregon state government regulators* 20% 39% -19%
*Sample A, (N=407) 
^Sample B, (N=393)
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34%
23% 28% 30% 30%

62%
73% 69% 68% 69%

30%

67%

Two-thirds of voters say the state economy is seriously off on the wrong track. 

Generally speaking, would you say that Oregon’s economy is going in the right direction, or pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Portland Metro 
Balance of Portland 

Media Market
Eugene 

Media Market
Balance of State 
Media Market

Southwest Oregon

-28% -50% -41% -38% -39%

9%
22%

50%

88%
73%

46%

Republicans Non-Affiliated/3rd Party Democrats

-79% -51% +4%

22%
32% 38%

74%
65% 59%

Low Income/Working Class Middle Class Upper Class/Well-To-Do

-52% -33% -21%

Right Direction Wrong Track

-37%
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Verbatim Summary: Oregon Economy on the Wrong Track

And, what are the reasons you believe Oregon’s economy is going pretty seriously off on the wrong track? 

Reasons For Wrong Track (67%, N=110)
Most Often Mentioned

× Cost of living/inflation
× Taxes/Fees
× Business regulation/Anti-business
× Homelessness
× Housing costs
× Money not managed well
× Gas/fuel prices
× Democrats/Liberals
× Too much focus on special interests/LGBTQ+
× Businesses leaving the state 
× Crime/drugs
× Unemployment
× Governor Kotek 
× Federal program cuts 
× Wages not keeping up 
× Businesses closing or laying off
× Tariffs
× Government corruption 
× National economy is bad
× Trump and his policies 
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Verbatim Summary: Oregon Economy on the Wrong Track

And, what are the reasons you believe Oregon’s economy is going pretty seriously off on the wrong track? 

Reasons For Wrong Track (67%, N=110)
Cost of living/inflation

× “Price of housing, studio apartments are 1300 dollars a month. They're not even that great. All around we're paying over four dollars a gallon for gas again, it's 
difficult to find a job. I have a certification for phlebotomy, it took me almost four months to find my job. It's only part time, and they're going down to hiring only 
on-call. They're no longer hiring for study, just on-call.”

× “Cost of living is sky high while wages remain low. A single income household cannot survive.”
× “Grocery prices are kind of a telltale sign. It's been a national thing from what I've seen, but we've definitely got it pretty bad as well. I'm originally from 

Mississippi I moved to Oregon not that that's important but the people we've got back home, the prices, the economy itself as a whole has gotten out of whack, 
but speaking of Oregon specifically it's the prices skyrocketing in the past seven or eight years.”

Taxes/Fees
× “They added in extra taxes that have just hit real hard in the transportation area. Our fuel taxes have gone up they had already been hitting us in the grocery 

stores. They demanded that they have different things into our utilities which cost money. For example, we had to have new meters put in. Not only do we have to 
pay for the new meter, we have to pay for increase in our water.”

× “I think we are paying for a lot of government projects that we shouldn't be. We are paying the highest property tax, and gas taxes, and paying for illegal 
immigrants and as a sanctuary state. I'm in southern Oregon, and I feel like nothing trickles down here, they are just now fixing the roads here. I feel like we are 
the last priority in the state.”

× “Excess taxes and raising the taxes for no real reason, and the fun Portland area. Well, everything they've proposed so far has been in favor of raising taxes or 
charging the populace more money for things they're not getting, like road tax or excess road tax, and they're not using their money wisely.”

Business regulation/Anti-business
× “I think that the state has made itself very much unfriendly to businesses who would like to come here and they're driving away the ones that are here. Because 

what I've seen in my own community. I've seen them leave because they can't afford it, they've gone either to another state or they leave to a large community, 
we're a very small community here. I think the high cost of living, high cost of taxes, and all the regulations, probably mostly over-regulated.”

× “Too many regulations. I'm in the trucking business and there is so much red tape and regulation that stymie your work sometimes. And it's frustrating. Well, the 
red tape, for one thing. Well when we are going to the DMV, I've been to the DMV four times and have been there early, they say that the day is full and come 
back another day. How do you expect someone to get a license and work.”



13

A majority of Oregon voters believe the state should focus on promoting jobs 
over either social justice or limiting development and climate change. 

Should the focus in Oregon be social justice and 
progressive change, or, jobs and the economy or are you 
satisfied with the state’s current balance between these 

two objectives?*

Social justice and 
progressive change 15%

Jobs and the 
economy 62%

Satisfied with the 
state’s current 

balance
20%

Should the focus in Oregon be limiting development and 
climate change, or, promoting jobs and economic growth 

or are you satisfied with the state’s current balance 
between these two objectives? ^

Limiting development 
and climate change 19%
Promoting jobs and 
economic growth 58%
Satisfied with the 

state’s current 
balance

20%
*N=312 ^N=488
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37%

16%

46%

Oregon voters have mixed views about the potential value of their homes. 

Among Homeowners (66%)

National Pacific

Increase 40% 38%
Decrease 15% 14%

Stay about 
the same 43% 47%

CNBC April 2025 Survey Data

Increase Decrease Stay the Same

Do you expect the value of your home to increase, stay about the same, or decrease over the next twelve months?
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Top Groups: Believe Home Value Will Increase/Decrease

Do you expect the value of your home to increase, stay about the same, or decrease over the next twelve months?

Increase (37%)

Voters of Color 51%

Ages 65+ 43%

Men <College 42%

Upper/Middle Class Well-To-Do 42%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 41%

Democratic Men 41%

Decrease (16%)

Ages 55-64 24%

Republicans 21%

Balance of State Media Markets 21%

Unemployed 21%

Adult Children at Home 21%

Ages 35-44 20%

Union Member Household 20%

Among Homeowners (66%)
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While a majority of Oregon’s residents believe they could sell their homes 
quickly, a sizable contingent are not confident in the state’s housing market. 

How confident are you that you could sell your home within sixty days at a price that you feel is a fair value, very 

confident, somewhat confident, not too confident, not confident at all?

Home-
Owners

Men Women GOP
Non-

Aff/3RD
Dem

Low 
Income/
Working 

Class 

Middle
Class

Upper 
Class/
Well-
To-Do 

Portland 
Metro 
Region

Balance of 
Portland 

Media 
Market

Eugene 
Media 
Market

Balance of 
Media 

Markets

Southwest 
Oregon

Total 
Confident

62% 59% 64% 62% 57% 65% 56% 62% 65% 62% 62% 69% 56% 56%

Total Not 
Confident

37% 40% 35% 37% 43% 33% 43% 36% 35% 37% 37% 31% 42% 44%

Net Difference +25% +19%+29% +25%+14%+32% +13%+26%+30% +25%+25%+38%+14%+11%
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33%

8%

59%

Two-thirds of employed Oregonians expect wage stagnation or decline.

Among Employed Voters (62%)
(N=496)

National Pacific

Increase 35% 36%
Decrease 8% 7%

Stay about 
the same 57% 56%

CNBC August 2025 Survey Data

Increase Decrease Stay the Same

Over the next twelve months, do you expect that your wages will increase, decrease or stay about the same?
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Employed Oregonians are pessimistic about the job market in the state. 

If you left your current job, do you think it would be very easy, somewhat easy, somewhat difficult, or very difficult to 

find a similar job in Oregon?

Employed 
Voters

Men Women GOP
Non-

Aff/3RD
Dem

Low 
Income/
Working 

Class 

Middle
Class

Upper 
Class/
Well-
To-Do 

Portland 
Metro 
Region

Balance of 
Portland 

Media 
Market

Eugene 
Media 
Market

Balance of 
Media 

Markets

Southwest 
Oregon

Total Easy 34% 33% 34% 32% 32% 36% 27% 34% 42% 37% 29% 23% 40% 42%

Total Difficult 66% 65% 66% 67% 68% 63% 73% 65% 56% 63% 71% 74% 60% 56%

Net Difference -32% -32% -32% -35% -36% -27% -46% -31% -14% -26% -42% -51% -20% -14%
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Top Groups: Finding a Similar Job in Oregon Would Be Easy/Difficult

If you left your current job, do you think it would be very easy, somewhat easy, somewhat difficult, or very difficult to find a similar job in Oregon?

Easy (34%)

Democrat Ages 55+ 45%

Southwest Oregon Counties 42%

Upper/Middle Class Well-To-Do 42%

Teachers 41%

White Men <College 40%

Balance of State Media Markets 40%

Ages 45-54 39%

Democratic Women 39%

With Children Under 18 39%

Moderates 38%

Men <College 38%

Women College+ 38%

Middle Class Men+ 38%

Homeowners 38%

Difficult (66%)

State/Federal Employee 78%

<Middle Class Men 75%

Eugene Media Market 74%

Lean/Non-Affiliated Women 74%

Lean/Non-Affiliated Ages 55+ 74%

Non-Homeowners 74%

Adult Children at Home 74%

Republicans Ages 55+ 73%

Low-Income/Working Class 73%

Portland Balance of Media Market 71%

<Middle Class Women 71%

Men Ages 55+ 70%

Women <College 70%

White Women <College 70%

Among Employed Voters (62%)
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53%
47%

30% 31%

Over half of employed voters in Oregon would explore leaving the state for a 
new job. 

If you left your current job, how likely would you be to 

explore relocating to another state to find a new job? very 

likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, not likely at all?*

If you did relocate, which one or two of the 

following things, if any, would you expect to be 

better in a different state?^

Among 
Employed 

Voters 

State and local taxes would be lower 42%
There would be less of a focus on 
progressive and social justice issues 36%
Cost of rent or housing would be lower 32%
There would be less homelessness 20%
There would be less crime 15%

None of the above 9%

^N=416*N=496

Among Employed Voters

+6%

Total Likely Very Likely

Total Not Likely Not Likely At All
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Top Groups: Likely to Explore Relocating

If you left your current job, how likely would you be to explore relocating to another state to find a new job? very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, not 

likely at all?

Total Likely (53%)
Republicans 72%
Conservatives 69%
White Men 65%
Middle Class+ Men 63%
Men 61%
Adult Children at Home 61%
Lean/Non-Affiliated Men 60%
Southwest Oregon Counties 59%
Men <College 59%
<Middle Class Men 58%
State/Federal Employee 58%
Portland Balance of Media Market 57%
Eugene Media Market 57%
Balance of State Media Markets 57%
Upper/ Middle Class Well-To-Do 57%

Among Employed Voters (62%)
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15% of Oregon registered voters support increasing regulation on 
businesses. 

Generally speaking, which ONE of the following statements about regulation of business here in Oregon comes 
closest to your own view? 

There should be less state 

regulation of business 47%
There should be more 

state regulation of 

business
15%

The amount of state 

regulation of business is 

about right
35%

Less 
Regulation

More 
Regulation

About Right

Men 56% 15% 28%

Women 39% 15% 42%

Republicans 86% 3% 10%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 48% 14% 35%

Democrats 18% 26% 54%

Low-Income/Working Class 44% 18% 35%

Middle Class 45% 15% 37%

Upper Class/Well-To-Do 55% 14% 31%

Portland Metro Region 39% 21% 37%

Balance of Portland Media Market 57% 14% 28%

Eugene Media Market 51% 11% 36%

Balance of Media Markets 51% 9% 37%

Southwest Oregon 58% 11% 29%
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Oregon registered voters believe taxes are too high. 

When you think about the amount you pay in state taxes, do you think that state taxes here in Oregon are too high, 
about right, or too low? 

Much Too High 45%
Total Too High 64%
Too Low 3%
About Right 32%

Much Too High Total Too High

Men 49% 68%

Women 40% 61%

Republicans 72% 89%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 44% 67%

Democrats 25% 44%

Low-Income/ Working Class 47% 69%

Middle Class 43% 61%

Upper Class/Well-To-Do 44% 63%

Portland Metro Region 42% 63%

Balance of Portland Media Market 47% 67%

Eugene Media Market 45% 62%

Balance of Media Markets 48% 66%

Southwest Oregon 46% 68%
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Oregon has a failing grade in setting business-friendly policies. 

Students are usually given grades of A for excellent, B, C, D, or F for failing, to indicate the quality of their work. Suppose Oregon is graded the same way. 

What grade would you give to Oregon on how well it has done having a set of policies in place that makes the state an attractive place to operate a 

business?

A 4%

B 23%

C 27%

D 18%

F 25%

A/B C D/F

Men 23% 24% 53%

Women 32% 29% 35%

Republicans 5% 13% 82%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 23% 29% 46%

Democrats 48% 35% 13%

Low-Income/ Working Class 23% 33% 43%

Middle Class 29% 24% 43%

Upper Class/Well-To-Do 33% 20% 44%

Portland Metro Region 33% 27% 37%

Balance of Portland Media Market 24% 23% 53%

Eugene Media Market 24% 33% 42%

Balance of Media Markets 24% 26% 49%

Southwest Oregon 22% 28% 48%

Have Kids < 18 32% 22% 44%

Have Kids 19-29 at Home 24% 23% 50%

Overall Grade: D+ (1.6)
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80%

16%

46%

9%

Voters overwhelmingly support a business with 500+ employees relocating to 
Oregon, close to their home. 

Would you support or 
oppose a business with 
five hundred or more 

employees relocating to 
Oregon if that business 
were built within fifteen 

to thirty minutes of 
your home?

+64%

Total Support Strongly Support

Total Oppose Strongly Oppose
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Support is high across markets and geographies. 

Would you support or 
oppose a business with 
five hundred or more 

employees relocating to 
Oregon if that business 
were built within fifteen 

to thirty minutes of 
your home?

% Total Support

Portland Metro Region 81%
Balance of Portland 

Media Market 78%
Eugene Media Market 81%

Balance of Media Markets 81%
Southwest Oregon 85%
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Verbatim Summary: Reasons to Support a Business Relocating to Oregon 

And, what can you tell me specifically about why you would support/oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon close to 

your home? 

Reasons For Support (80%, N=206)

Most Often Mentioned
✓More jobs
✓Benefit the economy
✓More money into community
✓More tax money for Oregon
✓Pro-business
✓Higher wages
✓Convenient to live close
✓Businesses are leaving Oregon
✓Businesses are closing or laying off
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Verbatim Summary: Reasons to Support a Business Relocating to Oregon 

And what can you tell me specifically about why you would support/oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon close to 

your home? 

Reasons For Support (80%, N=206)
More jobs

✓ “It brings more money into the community, that's number one. Brings more money into the state for taxes.”
✓ “Job opportunities for families. I just think it would be good for the economy. It would have more jobs, and increase not just for the 

company but in constructions and in all the other things around it. It would support more than just the 500 people. The proximity doesn't 
make any difference to me, it seems like it would be hypocritical.”

✓ “I would like the economy to be stimulated with jobs created. That is it. High tech and remote work. Things like administrative positions 
and logistics support.”

Benefit the economy
✓ “That's the way the future is going. We need jobs in Oregon. There's a lot of unemployed people, so it gives them an opportunity to have 

an income. I can't think of any other ones. If it's progress for the employment of people in Oregon, I'm for approval.”
✓ “It'd be good for jobs. I mean, I wouldn't want it at my door, but 15 minutes away would be okay. It'd be good for the economy and for 

people working.”
✓ “Five hundred employees means more tax revenue to local needs. Jobs are what keep communities strong. Look at the impact logging 

federal lands had on rural Oregon. Since we don't log federal lands anymore we are short a lot of money.”

More money into community
✓ “It brings more money into the community, that's number one. Brings more money into the state for taxes.”
✓ “Business of that scale increases spending power of community and we need spending power and more housing. Population out here is 

struggling and it affects buying power of local population.”
✓ “I would support that because that would employ many people in my town, make Oregon more attractive to people moving here, and 

raise the overall economy. Cause more traffic, but I'm sure we can handle that. More taxpayers. Hopefully they would pay property taxes, 
that would be nice. It would be good for the schools.”
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Messaging Shorthand

Now, please read a few statements about Oregon. For each one please indicate if this describes what you think very well, somewhat well, not too well, not 

well at all.

Ranked by % Total Well

HIGH COST OF LIVING
The high cost of living in Oregon, including housing, and a lack of jobs will mean that many young people will have to move 
out of the state because they cannot afford to live here or are unable to find good paying jobs. 

QUALITY OF LIVING 
SLIPPING

Oregon’s unique quality of life is slipping due to the increase of problems like homelessness, drug use, crime, and a high cost 
of living.

PEOPLE MOVING OUT 
OF PORTLAND

Homelessness, higher crime rates, frequent political protests, and businesses shutting down or leaving the city are forcing 
people to move out of Portland. This causes a drop in revenue for the city, taxes rise, and even more businesses close, leading 
to even more people moving out.*

PORTLAND HARMING 
OREGON

The amount of taxpayer money the state has spent trying to fix the problems in Portland such as homelessness, drug use, 
higher crime rates, and businesses and residents moving out of the city has meant that the rest of the state is not getting the 
attention and funds it needs. This lack of funding has hurt the people who live outside of Portland.^

EXTREME POSITIONS
Special interest groups in Oregon that are pushing extreme positions on climate change, tax policy, and labor standards 
undermine the creation of new jobs and economic growth.

TOO MANY 
REGULATIONS

Oregon has too many business regulations, in part because anti-development forces have too much political influence.^

*Sample A 
^Sample B



30

Oregonians think the state is too expensive while the quality of life continues to 
slip. 

Now, please read a few statements about Oregon. For each one please indicate if this describes what you think very well, somewhat well, not too well, not well at all.

Ranked by % Total Well Very Well Total Well 

HIGH COST OF LIVING 40% 70%

QUALITY OF LIVING SLIPPING 49% 68%

PEOPLE MOVING OUT OF PORTLAND 44% 65%

PORTLAND HARMING OREGON 40% 58%

EXTREME POSITIONS 37% 52%

TOO MANY REGULATIONS 30% 51%
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Three-fourths of young people think Oregon’s cost of living is too high. 

Now, please read a few statements about Oregon. For each one please indicate if this describes what you think very well, somewhat well, not too well, not well at all.

Ranked by % Total Well All Voters Men Women
Ages 
18-34

Ages 
35-44

Ages 
45-54

Ages 
55-64

Ages 
65+

HIGH COST OF LIVING 70% 72% 68% 77% 73% 71% 73% 58%

QUALITY OF LIVING SLIPPING 68% 70% 66% 69% 69% 77% 78% 54%

PEOPLE MOVING OUT OF PORTLAND 65% 67% 63% 60% 76% 67% 59% 60%

PORTLAND HARMING OREGON 58% 61% 55% 63% 54% 56% 66% 54%

EXTREME POSITIONS 52% 59% 48% 58% 67% 40% 48% 45%

TOO MANY REGULATIONS 51% 59% 42% 41% 44% 61% 65% 48%
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There is a sharp divide between the Portland Metro (46%) and Southwest 
Counties (58%) on if the state has too many regulations.

Now, please read a few statements about Oregon. For each one please indicate if this describes what you think very well, somewhat well, not too well, not well at all.

Ranked by % Total Well All Voters < College College+
Portland 

Metro 
Region

Balance of 
Portland 

Media 
Market

Eugene 
Media 
Market

Balance of 
Media 

Markets

Southwest 
Oregon

HIGH COST OF LIVING 70% 72% 67% 69% 67% 72% 75% 73%

QUALITY OF LIVING SLIPPING 68% 71% 65% 64% 67% 78% 72% 77%

PEOPLE MOVING OUT OF PORTLAND 65% 65% 64% 63% 81% 50% 62% 63%

PORTLAND HARMING OREGON 58% 64% 52% 49% 57% 63% 74% 69%

EXTREME POSITIONS 52% 57% 45% 48% 64% 51% 49% 59%

TOO MANY REGULATIONS 51% 57% 45% 46% 51% 51% 59% 58%
*Sample A, 
^Sample B
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Oregonians are highly aware of the continued rise in state taxes. 

Have you seen, read, or heard about each of the following?

Ranked by % Total Seen, Read, or Heard (S/R/H)* SRH A Lot Total SRH

Gasoline and other taxes continue to rise in Oregon, straining the budgets of working families. 65% 85%
Dutch Bros Coffee will be moving their headquarters from Oregon to Arizona. 27% 67%
The Portland metro area last year lost high-paying jobs in manufacturing, and in professional and financial 
services. 32% 60%
The state’s unemployment rate is the highest it has been in eight years. The state has lost twenty-four 
thousand jobs in just the last year, and almost forty thousand in the last two years. 22% 55%
With thousands of new people filing unemployment claims, the Oregon Employment Department is 
struggling to even answer the phone, much less to pay claims in a timely manner. 27% 52%
Over the last several years, more people moved out of Oregon than moved into the state. 23% 49%
Oregon dropped eleven spots in ranking as a place to do business, dropping down to the thirty-ninth state 
out of fifty, the worst ranking the state has ever received. 20% 46%
The Portland metro housing market is almost the worst in the country, now ranked 80th out of eighty-one 
metro areas. 22% 44%
Oregon is nowhere near achieving its clean energy goals, raising the threat of rolling blackouts and spikes 
in energy prices. 16% 44%

*N=79
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How poorly the state’s business environment is doing is a large source of worry. 

On a scale of one to ten, with one meaning not worried at all and ten meaning very worried, please indicate how worried you are about the following recent news 

events in Oregon. Of course, you can choose any number between one and ten. 

Ranked by % Rating 8-10*

Mean 
Score

% Rating 
8-10

Gasoline and other taxes continue to rise in Oregon, straining the budgets of working families. 7.9 66%
The state’s unemployment rate is the highest it has been in eight years. The state has lost twenty-four 
thousand jobs in just the last year, and almost forty thousand in the last two years. 7.8 65%
The Portland metro housing market is almost the worst in the country, now ranked 80th out of eighty-one 
metro areas. 7.3 59%
Oregon dropped eleven spots in ranking as a place to do business, dropping down to the thirty-ninth state 
out of fifty, the worst ranking the state has ever received. 7.4 57%
With thousands of new people filing unemployment claims, the Oregon Employment Department is 
struggling to even answer the phone, much less to pay claims in a timely manner. 7.4 56%
The Portland metro area last year lost high-paying jobs in manufacturing, and in professional and financial 
services. 6.9 49%
Oregon is nowhere near achieving its clean energy goals, raising the threat of rolling blackouts and spikes 
in energy prices. 6.7 47%
Dutch Bros Coffee will be moving their headquarters from Oregon to Arizona. 5.5 34%
Over the last several years, more people moved out of Oregon than moved into the state. 5.5 31%
Not Worried At All Very Worried

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
*N=601
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80% 84%

16% 14%
46% 48%

9% 8%

There is a six-point net swing towards supporting a business with five hundred or 
more employees moving nearby. 

Having heard more, would you support or oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon if that business were built within 

fifteen to thirty minutes of your home?

+64% +70%

Total Support Strongly Support Total Oppose Strongly Oppose

Initial Messaging Post-Messaging
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Statewide Initial vs. Post-Messaging by Key Groups

Having heard more, would you support or oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon if that business were built within 

fifteen to thirty minutes of your home?

Initial Message Post-Message

Total Support Total Oppose Net Difference Total Support Total Oppose Net Difference

Men 82% 16% +66% 85% 13% +72%

Women 79% 16% +63% 82% 15% +67%

White Voters 82% 15% +67% 85% 13% +72%

Voters of Color 71% 26% +45% 78% 19% +59%

Ages 18-34 74% 23% +51% 80% 17% +63%

Ages 35-55 82% 17% +65% 85% 14% +71%

Ages 45-54 85% 10% +75% 87% 9% +78%

Ages 55-64 85% 12% +73% 86% 11% +75%

Ages 65+ 78% 18% +60% 81% 16% +65%

White Men <Coll 83% 15% +68% 88% 11% +77%

White Men Coll+ 86% 11% +75% 84% 13% +71%

White Women <Coll 76% 20% +56% 82% 17% +65%

White Women Coll+ 84% 11% +73% 85% 10% +75%

Democrats 80% 17% +63% 80% 17% +63%

Non-Affiliated/3rd Party 81% 18% +63% 83% 15% +68%

Republicans 80% 15% +65% 86% 11% +75%

White Men 85% 13% +72% 86% 12% +74%

White Women 80% 16% +64% 83% 14% +69%
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Statewide Initial vs. Post-Messaging by Key Groups

Having heard more, would you support or oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon if that business were built within 

fifteen to thirty minutes of your home?

Initial Message Post-Message

Total Support Total Oppose Net Difference Total Support Total Oppose Net Difference

Union Household: Yes 82% 14% +68% 85% 12% +73%

Union Household: No 80% 17% +63% 83% 14% +69%

Have Kids < 18 78% 18% +60% 83% 13% +70%

Have Kids 19-29 at Home 76% 19% +57% 80% 15% +65%

No Kids 82% 15% +67% 84% 14% +70%

Portland Metro Region 81% 16% +65% 86% 12% +74%

Balance of Portland 
Media Market

78% 19% +59% 81% 16% +65%

Eugene Media Market 81% 16% +65% 79% 18% +61%

Balance of Media Markets 81% 15% +66% 85% 12% +73%

Southwest Oregon 85% 12% +73% 91% 8% +83%

Limiting Development/Climate Change 69% 26% +43% 71% 26% +45%

Economy and Jobs 83% 14% +69% 85% 13% +72%

Satisfied with Balance 77% 19% +58% 85% 11% +74%

Likely to Explore Relocating 85% 12% +73% 86% 12% +74%

Not Likely to Explore Relocating 82% 16% +66% 86% 12% +74%

Unemployed 72% 20% +52% 77% 17% +60%
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Top Groups: Post-Strongly Support and Total Oppose Business Relocating to 
Oregon

Having heard more, would you support or oppose a business with five hundred or more employees relocating to Oregon if that business were built within 

fifteen to thirty minutes of your home?

Strongly Support Business Relocating (48%)

Southwest Oregon Counties 63%

Ages 55-64 57%

Men College+ 56%

Middle Class+ Men 56%

Conservatives 55%

Republican Men 55%

Republicans Age 55+ 55%

Lean/Non-Affiliated Ages 55+ 54%

Men 53%

Ages 45-54 53%

Upper/Middle Class Well-To-Do 53%

Lean/Non-Affiliated Men 52%

Teachers 52%

Adult Children at Home 52%

Total Oppose Business Relocating (14%)

Republican Women 22%

Republicans Ages 18-54 19%

Voters of Color 19%

Eugene Media Market 18%

Lean/Non-Affiliated Women 18%



39

Verbatim Summary: More Likely to Consider Supporting Among Those Opposed

And what one or two things, if any, would make you more likely to consider supporting a business with five hundred or more employees relocating within 

fifteen to thirty minutes of your home?

Reasons For More Likely to Consider Supporting (N=111)
Most Often Mentioned

✓ Environmental concerns
✓ Bringing jobs
✓ Development of infrastructure 
✓ Avoid relocating to rural areas
✓ Making Oregon business friendly/lowering taxes and regulations
✓ Negative impacts on housing market
✓ Negative impacts on the cost of living 
✓ Negative impacts on farmland or existing homes
✓ Avoiding relocating to highly populated areas
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Verbatim Summary: More Likely to Consider Supporting Among Those Opposed

Reasons For More Likely to Consider Supporting (N=111)
Addressing these top three issues would make voters more likely to consider supporting a business relocation. 

Environmental concerns
✓ “I would say if its like a local company and they are environmentally friendly and probably if they have my interests as 

well. If it helps raise the economy then I am in. I would say oh also, depending on how what they support as well. I know 
that companies can be political if they have the same views as me, that's nice.”

✓ “If the business didn't come just for tax breaks. If it was a business involved with green energy, or something that would 
help the state be known as a leader in fighting climate change.”

✓ “They have really to comply to the environment, don't damage the more environment. That's the thing that worries me 
the most and pay well to the workers.”

Bringing Jobs
✓ “If they didn't bring everybody here and you were able to give jobs to people here, in house, not bringing your own 

people.”

Development of Infrastructure
✓ “They committed to sustainable business practices and if they supported infrastructure improvements through system 

development charges. That they were a union shop.”
✓ “Anything that will help bring the cost of living lower and allocating more funds to public education and schools.”
✓ “Transportation upgrade.”
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Verbatim Summary: Move to Support

And what are one or two reasons you would now be likely to consider supporting a business with five hundred or more employees relocating within fifteen 

to thirty minutes of your home?

Reasons For Move to Support (N=40)
Most Often Mentioned
✓More jobs
✓Benefit the economy
✓Businesses are leaving Oregon
✓More money into community
✓Higher wages
✓More tax money for Oregon
✓Businesses are closing or laying off
✓Depends on the type of business / ethical companies
✓Doesn’t negatively impact farmland or existing homes
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Verbatim Summary: Move to Support

And what are one or two reasons you would now be likely to consider supporting a business with five hundred or more employees relocating within fifteen 

to thirty minutes of your home?

Reasons For Move to Support (N=40)
More jobs

✓ “Well, it would be good for all the mom-and-pop shops around. It would be good for all the youth that need a job. It
would be good for all the families in the area.”

✓ “Because you had mentioned unemployment and some of our numbers being lower in that area and in some other
ways were lower. Where a business being added would contribute to improving those numbers, but it would depend on
the business whether I would support it or not.”

Benefit the economy
✓ “I mean our economy needs it. Just that if businesses aren't surviving well here then the people aren't going to want to

live here.”
✓ “Having a place to go to get a paycheck. Taxpayer money to the economy. The economy. Well, the company should be

putting money into it.”

Businesses are leaving Oregon
✓ “So, I think that it would be beneficial. Well, okay, so would the five hundred or more employees be employees be

relocating to Oregon or employees from Oregon. I think if those employees were to be here where they already live in
Oregon and we could employ some of the residents in Oregon here now that would be very beneficial.”

✓ “With all the jobs that are being lost and the people leaving the state due to the current economic situation. If there
are more businesses to raise the economy, then in theory it should help cost of living and stuff go down.”
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